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THE GAZETTE OF INDIA ; EXTRAORDINARY 


[Part I—Sec;, (i)] 


CABINET SECRETARIAT 
RESOLUTION 
New Delhi, the 5th May, 1997 
ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL AUTHORITY 

No. 47/1/4/93'CA. III/IV (Vol. 4) :— India is one of the original 130 signatories to the Chemical Weapons Convention 
(CWC) which concluded on 14th January, 1993 in Paris. According to the Convention, the development, production, acquisi- 
ticm, transfer, use, and stockpiling of all chemical weapons by Member-States is prohibited, through a nOn-discriminatoiy' 
process. However, development, production, acquisition, transfer and use of toxic chemicals for non prohibited use including 
industrial, agricultural, research, medical, pharmaceutical and peaceful purposes is permitted. Member-States are also under 
oh ligation to regularly report data in respect of chemicals related to CWC on a continuous and timebound basis to the International 
Secretariat through declarations and on site inspections on a routine basis as well as ch'hllenge inspections. The treaty has come 
into force on 29-4-1997 after ratification by 65 nations. 

2. To fulfil its obligations, each State Party has to designate or establish a National Authority to serve as the national 
focal point for effective liaison with Organisation for Prohibition of the Chemical Weapons (OPCW) and other State Parties. 

3. The Government of India has ratified the CWC. In order to fulfil its obligations under the Convention, it has been 
decided to set up a National Authority under the administrative control of the Cabinet Secretariat. The National Authority 
besides serving as a national focal point for liaison with OPCW and other State Parties will also be responsible for the collect^ion 
of data, fulfilling 6f declaration obligations, negotiating facility agreements, co-ordinating OPCW inspections, providing ap¬ 
propriate facilities for training national inspectors and industry personnel, ensuring protection of confidential business informa¬ 
tion, checking declarations for consistency, accuracy and completeness, registration of entities engaged in activities related to 
CWC ete. For carrying out its functions, the National Authority will be suitably empowered by enacting a legislation. 

4. The National Authority will be headed by a Chairman who will be supported by a suitable Technical Secretariat to 
look after the various functions. A High Level Steering Committee under the Chairmanship of Cabinet Secretary with Secretary 
(Obeinicals and Petrochemicals), Foreign Secretary, Secretary, Defence Research & Development, Defence Secretary and Chair¬ 
man, National Authority as its other members, would oversee the functions of the National Authority. 

5. The national Authority will start functioning immediately with effect from the date of this order. 

B. CHATTERJEE, Jt. Secy. 
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